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QUESTION: §§ 61.65, 61.105, 61.107, etc. all state that a person must receive and log ground and flight training in the various areas of operations. If an applicant arrives for the practical test and he does not have record of logged ground and flight training, I do not consider the applicant eligible to take the test even though he has the necessary endorsements. I am constantly being told that the endorsements suffice.

The question is: Am I correct in assuming that if there is no record or only partial records of logged ground and flight training that the applicant is not eligible to take the practical test regardless of whether the applicant has the endorsements stating such was done?

ANSWER: Ref. § 61.97(a) or § 61.98(a) or § 61.105(a) or § 61.107(a) or § 61.125(a) or § 61.127(a); No, you are not correct in your assumption; Now I may be misreading the essence of your statement in your question above (i.e.,". . . that if there is no record or only partial records of logged ground and flight training that the applicant is not eligible to take the practical test regardless of whether the applicant has the endorsements stating such was done.") But it appears to me that you are asking the FAA to sanction your opinion that the instructor must describe in detail every subject that he or she provided training to the student. As an example, in § 61.97(a) or § 61.98(a) or § 61.105(a) or § 61.107(a) or § 61.125(a) or § 61.127(a), etc., where it states, in pertinent part:

"A person who is applying for a . . . . pilot certificate must receive and log . . . training from an authorized instructor . . ."

This says exactly what it says (i.e., ". . . must receive and log . . . training from an authorized instructor . . ."

And per § 61.189(a), it states:

". . . A flight instructor must sign the logbook of each person to whom that instructor has given flight training or ground training . . . ."

No place in the regulation or in any of our FAA Orders does it require the instructor to describe in detail every subject that he or she provided training to the student. Therefore, as example, if I find in student's logbook, training record, training tabulation sheet, or whatever you all want to call a logbook the following endorsement then that is sufficient. I would accept the following as meeting the requirements of § 61.189(a) and for also meeting the student's training requirements for § 61.105: I certify that I have given (First name, MI, last name) the ground training required by § 61.105(b), and that he/she is prepared for the required knowledge test.

S/S [date] J.J. Jones 987654321CFI Exp. 12-31-99

And I would accept the following as meeting the requirements of § 61.189(a) and for also meeting the flight training requirements of § 61.107:

I certify that I have given (First name, MI, last name) the ground and flight training required by § 61.107(b)(1) through (8) (as appropriate), and find him/her proficient to perform each area of operation safely as a private pilot, and that he/she is prepared for the required practical test.

S/S [date] J.J. Jones 987654321CFI Exp. 12-31-99

Keep in mind folks, this is a logbook we're talking about here. We're not asking the instructor to write a "James Mitchner style novel" in recording the training given.
